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Administering International or Recognised Classes 
ISAF Regulation 26.3 to 26.9 

A submission from the Executive Committee  

PROPOSAL: 

1. Discontinue all contracts between the Federation (ISAF) and International or 
Recognised Classes. 

2. Amend ISAF Regulations 26.2 as follows: 

26.2 … 

26.2.1  In order to be so designated a Class must have: 

(a) … 

(f) defined the ownership of the Copyright, Trade Name(s) and Trademark(s) 
for the class and established the responsibilities, obligations and 
restrictions applied to the granting of any rights to any parties 

(g) establish a licensed builder system 
(h) agree on the ISAF fee for each boat built (recommended as 0.4% of the 

average retail price of a complete new boat without sails) 
(h) (g) the requirements of 26.2.1(e)(ii) may be waived by the Council, upon 
recommendation of the Sailing Committee, when considering a class which serves a 
unique aspect of sailing. 

For the purposes of these regulations “continent” means any one of Europe, North 
America, South America, Asia, Africa and Oceania. 

26.3 There shall be an executed agreement between the ISAF Ltd., the Class/Owners 
Association and where relevant the Trademark, Trade Name and the Copyright Owner.  
This agreement shall include at a minimum the following matters: 

(a) define, if any, the ownership of the Copyright, Trade Name and Trademark and 
establish the rights granted and the responsibilities, obligations and restrictions that 
apply to the use of such rights generally and among the parties to the agreement; 

(b) where a licensed builder system is to be adopted, establish the procedure for 
granting licences and the control of the licensed builders 

(c) agree on the amount of the ISAF fee for each boat, which is recommended as 
0.4% of the average retail price of a complete new boat without sails as a guideline for 
negotiation 

(d) define the method of issuing and using ISAF plaques, if any, Sail numbers, 
Measurement forms, Measurement certificates, changes to class rules and any other 
documentation affecting the ownership and the use of the boat 

(e) provide that the Class organization and members of the class shall act in 
accordance with the ISAF Constitution, Rules and Regulations. 
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3. The Constitution Committee prepare a proposal to amend the Regulations to include 
those clauses currently in the standard class agreement, but not currently detailed in 
the Regulations.  Including, but not limited to, the following: 
(A) provide the Federation (ISAF) with copies of the license agreements for all 
builders authorised to manufacture boats and end the license agreement of any 
Licensed Builder if the Federation (ISAF) withdraws its approval of the Builder within 
one month of receiving written notice from the Federation (ISAF).  The license 
agreement shall include the following: 

(i) boat manufacture shall be strictly in accordance with the Construction Manual 
and with the highest possible degree of uniformity in every respect 

(ii) boat manufacture shall be undertaken using only production tooling as specified 
in the Construction Manual which has been approved in writing by the class 
following an inspection by a representative of the Federation (ISAF) at the 
expense of the Licensed Builder 

(iii) manufacture boats only at suitable manufacturing facilities which have been 
approved by the class 

(iv) submit to the class for approval, any arrangements for the manufacture by sub-
contractors of any boats or parts covered by the Construction Manual 

(v) permit the representatives of each of the Copyright holder, the Federation (ISAF) 
and the class, upon reasonable notice and during normal business hours, to have 
free access to its or any subcontractor’s manufacturing facilities to: 

 ensure that all boats or parts have been manufactured in accordance with the 
Construction Manual 

 inspect and measure any boats manufacture therein for the class, or in the 
course of manufacture, and any part thereof 

(vi) reimburse all reasonable travel and subsistence expenses of any representative 
authorised by the Federation (ISAF) and the class to conduct an inspection on 
behalf of the Federation (ISAF), provided that such expenses shall be as low as 
practical, should any dispute arise relating to production of boats in accordance 
with the Construction Manual or Class Rules 

(vii) not use or allow to be used any tooling or parts specific to the class in the 
manufacture of any boat without the prior approval of the Federation (ISAF) 

(viii) a confidentiality clause relating to the Construction Manual and restricting the 
disclosure of any part of the manual as necessary 

(B) ensure that boats are only manufactured by licensed builders and that each new 
boat is issued with a plaque produced and distributed from the ISAF (UK) office.  The 
Federation (ISAF) shall maintain the right to cause any audit or other investigation to 
be undertaken as may be necessary from time to time to verify all boats built have a 
plaque affixed. 

(C) maintain a construction manual approved by the Federation (ISAF) and submit 
any changes to the Federation (ISAF).  No such proposed amendments shall be 
adopted if it may adversely affect the character of the boat.  Any amendments or 
interpretations made to the construction manuals shall be copied immediately to all 
Licensed Builders. 

4. Remove all further references to ‘class agreements’ in the ISAF Regulations. 
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CURRENT POSITION: 
See above. 

REASON: 
There is disparity between the ISAF Regulations and some of the existing class contracts. 
The majority of the ISAF classes had contracts with the old IYRU Company, which no longer 
exists.  The classes that have current contracts with the Federation are therefore now in the 
minority. 
The vast majority of the contract requirements (except where changes have been proposed 
to the Regulations above) are already stipulated in the ISAF Regulations.  All ISAF Members 
are obliged to conform to the ISAF Regulations. 


